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been conferred upon him, it was his (Da'ud Khan's) duty not
to overstep the bounds of subordination, but to hasten to
meet him; else he had better proceed to the Emperor to avoid
disturbance and shedding of blood.1

Da'ud Khan Panm, confident of his power and resources,
could not yield so easily to the demands of his rival. He had
already enlisted the support of Nemaji Sindhia and several
other Maratha chiefs, who had all encamped in the vicinity
of Burhanpur; and, acting in accordance with the temporising
rule, waited to see on whom the gods of chance would confer
the prize of the Deccan. Da'ud Khan Paniu was over-credu-
lous in believing in the sincerity of these Maratha chiefs. A
bloody fight was fought on the plain outside Burhanpur.
Da'ud Khan Panni, famed for his bravery, had gone prepared
for personal combat with the Amlru'l-Umara, but in the
course of the battle he was struck by a musket ball which
killed him. His followers, as usual in such cases, dispersed and
fled in all directions. The policy of Nemaji Sindhia was
mainly responsible for demoralising the nearly victorious
armies of Da'ud Khan PannL The former had better con-
sulted his interest by withdrawing in the heat of the battle
and taking to flight.2

Nemaji Sindhia and his followers were the first to corne out
to offer congratulations to the Amiru'l-Umara on his victory.
They started plundering the baggage and other effects of
their allies and contented themselves with collecting rich
booty. This victory gave the Amiru'l-Umara undisputed
authority over the six Subahs of the Deccan.

When the news of the defeat and death of Da'ud Khan
Panni was reported to the Emperor, he felt much aggrieved
and told Qutbu'1-Mulk in the course of conversation that
it was a matter of regret that such a noble chief had been
killed unjustly. Qutbu'1-Mulk replied: "If my brother had
been slain by the hand of the Afghan, it would have been
just and would have given your Majesty satisfaction."8

The Amlru'l-Umara settled down at Aurangabad and
busied himself with attending to the administration and sup-
pressing the spirit of revolt shown by the Marathas who
were instigated by the Emperor from Delhi to oppose him in

1 Khafi Khan, op. cit., p. 751,          a Ibid., p. 754.           3 Ibid., p. 755.